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1 . The drawings were received on 1 1 December 2006. These drawings are 
accepted. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment to the claims was given in a 
telephone interview with Ronald B. Feece on 29 December 2006. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE TITLE : 

The title has been amended to read as follows: 

-MAGNETIC WRITE HEAD WITH GAP TERMINATION LESS THAN 
HALF DISTANCE BETWEEN PEDESTAL AND BACK GAP-. 

IN THE CLAIMS : 

The claim listing has been amended to read as follows: 
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1. (Canceled). 
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2. (Currently annended) A magnetic write head, comprising: 
a magnetic pole having first and second ends; 

a magnetic pedestal formed over said magnetic pole at said first end of said 
magnetic pole; 

a magnetic back gap layer formed over said magnetic pole at said second end of 
said magnetic pole, said pedestal and said back gap laver having a distance 
therebetween; 

a non magnetic write gap material formed over said pedestal, extending toward 
said back gap layer and having a termination between said pedestal and said back gap 
layer; and 

a magnetic layer formed over said back gap layer, extending toward said 
pedestal and terminating at said termination of said non magnetic write gap material; 

wherein said non magnetic write gap material extends less than half said 
distance between said pedestal and said back gap layer. 

3. (Currently amended) A magnetic write head, comprising: 
a magnetic pole having first and second ends; 

a magnetic pedestal formed over said magnetic pole at said first end of said 
magnetic pole; 
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a magnetic back gap layer formed over said magnetic pole at said second end of 
said magnetic pole, said pedestal and said back gap layer having a distance 
therebetween; 

a non magnetic write gap material formed over said pedestal, extending toward 
said back gap layer and having a temnination between said pedestal and said back gap 
layer : and 

a magnetic layer formed over said back gap layer , extending toward said 
pedestal and terminating at said termination of said write gap material; 

wherein said non magnetic write gap material extends less than 20 percent said 
distance between said magnetic pedestal and said back gap layer. 

4. (Currently amended) A magnetic write head as in claim 2, wherein said write gap 
material is Rh. 

5. (Currently amended) A magnetic write head , compris i ng: a magnet i c po l o 
having first and second ends; a magnotio podooto l formed over said magnetic po l o at 
said first ond of said magnot i c po l o; a magnetic back gap l ayor form e d over sa i d 
magn e tic po le at said s e cond e nd of sa i d magnot i c po le , sa i d ped e stal and sa i d back 
gap having a d i stanoo thorobotwoon; a non magnetic wr i to gap materia l formed ovor 
said podoGta l , extending toward sa i d back gap and hav i ng a term i nation botwoon said 
p e d e stal and said back gap; and a magn e tic layor formed ov e r said back gap, extending 
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toward sa i d podostal and torm i nating at sa i d torm i nation of sa i d write gap matoria l ; as 
in claim 2 . wlierein said magnetic layer formed over said back gap layer is NIFe, 

6. (Currently amended) A magnetic write head as in claim 2, further comprising a 
second magnetic pole extending from said back gap layer to said pedestal, said second 
pole being magnetically connected with said back gap layer and being separated from 
said pedestal by said write gap layer material . 

7. (Currently amended) A magnetic write head, comprising: 
a first magnetic pole having first and second ends; 

a first magnetic pedestal formed over said first magnetic pole at said first end; 

a first magnetic back gap layer formed over said first magnetic pole at said 
second end, said pedestal and said back gap layer having a distance therebetween; 

a first material formed over said pedestal, said first material being electrically 
conductive and non-magnetic^ said first material terminating at a termination point 
located between the first pedestal and the first magnetic back gap layer; 

a second material fomried over said firet back gap layer, said second material 
being electrically conductive and magnetic and being a different material than said first 
material; 

a second pedestal fomned over said first material over said first pedestal; 
a second back gap layer formed over said second material layer over said firet 
back gap layer; and 
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a second magnetic pole extending between and magnetically connecting said 
second pedestal and said second back gap layer, 

wherein said termination of said first material is located less than half the 
distance between the first magnetic pedestal and the first back gap layer. 


8-22. (Canceled). 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Craig A. Renner whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7580. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday & Thursday-Friday 
9:00 AM - 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-7579. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 671-272-1000. 
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